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January 30, 2007 
 
Mtro. Juan Carlos Romero Hicks 
Director General  
Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología  
 
Dear Mtro. Juan Carlos Romero Hicks: 
 
The Center for Integrated Nanotechnologies (CINT) is a National center for fundamental research in 
nanoscale science and technology. It is jointly operated as a user facility for the United States Department 
of Energy's Office of Science by Los Alamos National Laboratory and Sandia National Laboratories. As 
one of the Department of Energy’s Nanoscale Science and Research Centers, CINT is dedicated to 
developing the scientific principles that govern the performance and integration of nanoscale materials 
and providing a national resource for training a new generation of researchers in nanoscience and 
nanotechnology.  
 
We understand that the Centro de Investigacion en Materiales Avanzados (CIMAV) is submitting a 
proposal to the Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología to establish the “Iniciativa Nacional en 
Nanotecnologia (NANOMEX).  This proposal for the formation of Mexico’s National Initiative in 
Nanotechnology is well aligned with the objectives of CINT. We also believe that the impact and 
effectiveness of CINT’s scientists will be enhanced through interactions with leading partner institutions 
such as CIMAV.  Therefore, on behalf of CINT, I am pleased to express strong support for your proposal. 
 
CINT scientists and members of the CIMAV are already exploring collaborative research ideas and 
preparing proposals for user projects to be performed at CINT. CINT provides access to its scientific staff 
and unique facilities for nanoscience integration at no cost to approved users via a peer-reviewed, user 
proposal process. We would expect CINT user proposals from CIMAV to compete favorably for 
acceptance. If appropriate, proprietary access is also available, subject to the DOE’s full-cost recovery 
formula.  
 
In summary, we are pleased to offer our support to the NANOMEX proposal and strongly believe that 
this initiative will benefit the technical directions of both organizations.  We are also excited about the 
prospects of deepening the regional ties and expanding economic growth between Mexico and the United 
States of America through partnerships based on nanotechnology.  We look forward to our future 
collaboration. 
 
Sincerely,  
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February 21, 2007

Dr. Jesus Gonzalez
Director
Centro de Investigacion en Materiales Avanzados
Miguel de Cervates 120, Complejo Industrial Chihuahu 
31109 Chihuahua, Chih, Mexico

Dear Dr. Gonzalez:

We are delighted to learn that the Centro de Investigacion en Materiales Avanzados (CIMAV) 
is submitting a proposal to the Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología to establish the “Ini-
ciativa Nacional en Nanotecnologia (NANOMEX)”.  This is a very important undertaking by 
CIMAV to organize a strong network in nanotechnology with the participation of Mexican 
research centers, universities as well as the private and governmental sectors.  It is very timely 
and very much needed enterprise for the future of your country.  As you know other countries 
around the world have similar investments in nanotechnology and education.

In particular, the National Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI) in the US has an annual budget of 
nearly US$1B which supports research, engineering, manufacturing, education and societal 
concerns.  Over the past several years the NNI networks have reached all sectors of the US 
population.  Our center, the National Center for Learning and Teaching in Nanoscience and 
Engineering (NCLT), was established in October of 2004.  Our mission is to build capacity in 
human resource for the pending economical expansion in nanotechnology in the US and around 
the world.

We strongly support your NANOMEX initiative, and we believe that under your capable leader-
ship the new network will be a great success.  We in the US will be delighted to work with you, 
and we would want your Network to be part of the Global Nanotechnology Network that is cur-
rently reaching all parts of the world. 

We wish you all the success in your endeavor.  If there is anything you may need our help, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.  We look toward to collaborating with you.

Sincerely yours,

R.P.H. Chang
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February 13, 2007 
 
Mtro. Juan Carlos Romero Hicks 
Director General 
Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia 
 
Dear Mtro. Juan Carlos Romero Hicks: 
 
The Molecular Foundry at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory at the 
University of California is a United States Department of Energy User Facility 
for the design, synthesis, and characterization of nanostructured materials. As a 
user facility, we welcome investigators from around the world who wish to make 
use of our unique instruments and techniques. In addition, our scientific staff 
welcomes collaborations with scientists of projects of mutual interest. The 
Foundry maintains six nanoscience facilities: biological nanostructures, inorganic 
nanostructures, organic and macromolecular synthesis, imaging and manipulation 
of nanostructures, theory of nanostructures, and nanofabrication. 
 
We understand that the Centro de Investigacion en Materiales Avanzados 
(CIMAV) is submitting a proposal to the Consejo Nactional de Ciencia y 
Tecnologia, to establish the “Iniciativa Nacional en Nanotecnologia 
(NANOMEX). After discussions with Lic. Jorge Armendariz from CIMAV, it is 
clear that we share common goals and approaches to the study of nanoscience and 
that there is great potential benefit to collaborations between organizations of this 
type across international borders. The various nanoscience facilities that have 
been established in the United States by the Department of Energy have already 
had a significant impact on nanoscience research across the U.S. and we are 
confident that the proposed NANOMEX would have a similar impact on research 
in Mexico. It is a strong program and both our activities should be enhanced 
through interactions and collaborations. 
 
We thus are pleased to support the proposal from CIMAV and would look 
forward to interactions on a variety of levels. As a first step, we would welcome a 
visit by senior staff at CIMAV to our laboratories here in Berkeley. 
 
Regards, 

 
Mark Alper 
Deputy Director 

 



              

February 14, 2007 

 
Mtro. Juan Carlos Romero Hicks  
Director General  
Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología 

Dear Mtro. Juan Carlos Romero Hicks: 

On behalf of the BNSL, I would like to pledge our support to the Centro de Investigacion 
en Materiales Avanzados (CIMAV), which is submitting a proposal to the Consejo 
Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología to establish the “Iniciativa Nacional en 
Nanotecnologia (NANOMEX).”  This proposal, for the formation of Mexico’s National 
Initiative in Nanotechnology, is well aligned with the mission of the BNSL. 
 
The overall mission of the BNSL is to focus on emerging technologies as tools to create 
and implement economic development efforts within the border region.  The key to 
successful technology and economic development will be maintaining a truly bi-national 
focus.  One of the transformation-enabling technologies the BNSL is focusing on is 
Micro/Nano-Electro-Mechanical Systems (M-NEMS).  We expect to work closely with 
CIMAV in exploring and developing collaborative research ideas for projects relevant to 
the BNSL’s efforts in this technological area.   
 
In summary, we are pleased to offer our support to the NANOMEX proposal and 
strongly believe that this initiative will benefit the technical directions of both 
organizations. We are also excited about the prospects of deepening the regional ties 
and expanding economic growth between Mexico and the United States of America 
through partnerships based on nanotechnology. We look forward to our future 
collaboration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Paul Maxwell 
Executive Director and CEO 
The Bi-National Sustainability Laboratory 
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22 February 2007 

Mtro. Juan Carlos Romero Hicks  
Director General  
Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología 

Dear Director Romero Hicks:  

The University of California, Santa Barbara, is the home of the California Nanosystems Institute (CNSI, 
jointly with UCLA) as well as a number of institutes, centers and departments with world-renowned strengths 
in core areas of science and engineering and vigorous research programs in nano-science and nano-technology.   

It is our understanding that the Centro de Investigacion en Materiales Avanzados (CIMAV) is submitting 
a proposal to CONACyT to establish a “National Initiative in Nanotechnology (NANOMEX)”.  After 
reviewing a preliminary draft of this proposal it is my opinion that the principal investigators have done an 
excellent job in analyzing worldwide trends in the subject, set up ambitious but essential goals for this effort 
and identified viable strategies to implement this initiative.  The proponents are absolutely correct in stating 
that Mexico is at a crucial point in its R&D history and cannot afford to miss the opportunity to develop an 
internationally competitive position in this promising area. 

UCSB has been a pioneer in collaborative research that has bridged disciplinary, institutional and 
international boundaries over the last 20 years.  Our NSF-sponsored International Centre for Materials 
Research (ICMR) is dedicated to promoting international collaborations and I have been asked to coordinate 
our interactions with Mexico together with Prof. Phillip Pincus, director of our Biomolecular Science and 
Engineering program.  It is in that role that I express our strong support for the CIMAV-led proposal and our 
desire to develop collaborations with the participating institutions in the areas of common interest.  These may 
include initially nanostructured materials, thin films, catalysts, membranes, biomolecular systems and/or bio-
surface interactions. 

We have found it particularly attractive that NANOMEX intends to integrate all the research centers, 
universities as well as the private and governmental sectors in a national network with the propose of 
straighten the activities in this matter.  In our experience the most productive and intellectually stimulating 
research is one where traditional barriers are broken and scientists work in teams.  Arguably the more 
significant benefit is that the students are mentored into the spirit of scientific collaboration, with enormous 
benefits to their future careers and their societal impact.  While barriers and parochial interests are always 
difficult to overcome, I have been pleased to find the right integrative spirit and drive at the leadership of 
CIMAV, which bodes well for the future of the proposed national network. 

In summary, we are pleased to offer our support to the NANOMEX proposal and strongly believe that 
this initiative can be mutually beneficial to the institutions involved. We are also enthusiastic about the 
prospects of deepening the regional ties and expanding economic growth between Mexico and the University 
of California through partnerships based on nanotechnology.  We look forward to the success of NANOMEX 
and to future collaborations.  

Sincerely, 

 
 Carlos G. Levi 

 Professor of Materials 
 and Mechanical Engineering 



 Automatic 
Control & 
Systems 
Engineering. 

 

Mtro. Juan Carlos Romero Hicks 
Director General 
Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología 
 

 Professor P J Fleming FREng 
Pro Vice-Chancellor for External Relations 
 
Mappin Street 
Sheffield S1 3JD 
UK 

19 February 2007 
 

 Telephone: +44 (0) 114 222 5663 
Fax: +44 (0) 222 5138 
Email: fleming_pa@sheffield.ac.uk 

Dear Mtro Juan Carlos Romero Hicks 
 
The University of Sheffield places special emphasis on multidisciplinary research and on the use of a 
multidisciplinary approach to develop the scientific principles that govern the performance and integration of 
nanoscale materials. To this end, our Nobel Laureate, Professor Sir Harold Kroto, opened the Kroto Research 
Institute (KRI) on our new North Campus in June 2005. KRI is dedicated to research in nanoscience and 
nanotechnology and to providing a resource for training a new generation of researchers in nanoscience and 
nanotechnology. 
 
We understand that the Centro de Investigacion en Materiales Avanzados (CIMAV) is submitting a proposal to 
the Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología to establish the “Iniciativa Nacional en Nanotecnologia 
(NANOMEX)”. This proposal is for the formation of Mexico’s National Initiative in Nanotechnology and is well 
aligned with the research interests of The University of Sheffield, its partners in the Worldwide Universities 
Network (WUN) and, in general, with international research in nanotechnology. 
 
We believe that the impact and effectiveness of our collaboration between our scientists at The University of 
Sheffield and collaborating scientists from Mexico will be further enhanced through interactions with leading 
partner institutions such as CIMAV. Therefore, on behalf of The University of Sheffield, I am pleased to express 
our very strong support for this proposal.  
 
NANOMEX will be integrating all the research centres, universities as well as the private and governmental 
sectors in a national network with the purpose of coordinating and focusing research in nanotechnology.  
 
In summary, we are pleased to offer our support to the NANOMEX proposal and strongly believe that this 
initiative will benefit the technical directions of both organizations. We are also excited about the prospects of 
strengthening the strong research ties between Mexico and the United Kingdom through partnerships based on 
nanotechnology. We look forward to our future collaboration.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Professor Peter Fleming FREng 
Pro Vice-Chancellor for External Relations  
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